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REPORTING CONGRESS.

HOW IT IS DOKM IN EOLASD AND
A3CKUI0A.

Tho United States Aliciul of the "World
Undo Sum Does II is Own llcnortlnc.
"Vhllo John Bull Depends Upon Con-

tractors Ofllclal Koportors and Nows-pap- or

Koportors Knjjlnnil's llansaril
nnil Our "ConRressiotuil Kecorcl.'

Tho death of John J. McElhonc,' for many
years tho chief ofllclal stenosrnphcr of the House
of Representatives, brings up the subject of
Congressional reporting an Interesting and Im-

portant subject. Tho art of shorthand writing is
not a new one, but Its present perfection Is an
achievement of the present generation. As long
ago as 1GSS three centuries ago, that is to say-th- ere

was in use in England a system of arbi-
trary characters to represent words. It was
Invented by a man named Bright. It wasn't
much or a system of shorthand, but It Is tho first
recorded invention having fast-writi- for its
object. A shorthand alphabet tho first-w- as

published by an Englishman named John Willis
in 1002. From tlmctotlmo Improvements were
mado on that alphabet, until In 1837 Isaac Pitman
published his phonographic system, based upon
the old shorthand alphabet rearranged and Im-

proved and upon tho principle of spelling every
word by sound.

Up till that time tho art of shorthand writing
had attracted but llttlo attention, and was but
little used in America. Hut since then Ameri-
cans havo mado many Improvements upon Pit-
man's system, and thero is no doubt that to-da- y

the United States is the foremost shorthand-writin- g

country in tho world. Tt is not to bo
wondered at that Americans should lead tho
world in every art that conduces to speed in the
despatch of daily business. Thero is no other
government in the world whoso transactions are
so fully and freely published as aro those of the
Government of tho United States, and thero is
no other national Legislature on earth whoso
record Is so fully and so thoroughly kept as tho
Congress of the United States. As an ofllclal re-

port of legislative proceedings tho Congressional
Record Is without a peer.

Tho Continental Congress had no record but
the journal. No stenographic report of tho de-

bates was made. And incidentally it may bo re-

marked that tho manuscript journals, scanty as
they were, were not faithfully reproduced In tho
printing. Tho Secretary of the Continental
Congress kept three manuscript journals a
rough and a smooth journal and a secret journal.
Tho rough Journal consisted of tho rough notes
which tho Secretary hurriedly jotted down while
the business was proceeding. The smooth
journal was the copy of tho rough journal which
the Secretary mado out afterward, when ho had
leisure to pay some attention to neatness of
form and to excellence of penmanship. The
secret journal was a separate and distinct affair,
in which only thimrs of unusual importance
were noted. The secret journal was not mado
public until 1823, when by order of Congress 1c

was printed. Tho other journals of Congress
were printed soon after the occurrence of the
events which they recorded. Of the manuscript
journals thero is no duplicate, and as the original
is kept among the archives of tho State Depart-
ment, from which it is not to be removed, it can-
not, of course, be circulated among the people
lor their general inspection and benefit. Even
historians who have had occasion to verify tacts
by reference to tho journals of tho Continental
Congress have been obliged to rest satisfied with
reference to the printed journals, never doubting
that they were absolutely accurate and true
copies ol the BIS. original. Their confidence,
however, has been misplaced. The printed
journals of Congress aro not true. They are
false and misleading in many important points.
A careful study of tho original manuscripts
mado recently at the Stato Department by Mr.
Hoberdeau Buchanan proves to a demonstration
that tho signing of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence is an event not to bo assigned to the Fourth
of July, (as it usually is and as the printed
journals indicato that it ought to be.) but that
on tho contrary the Declaration of Independence,
tho sacred and venerable parchment which may
bo seen by any devotee who takes tho trouble to
seek it out at tho State Department in this city,
was not even engrossed until the 2d of August,
which is therefore the earliest date upon which
any of the immortal fifty-si- x could havo signed
it. As a matter of tact Thornton, of New Hamp-
shire, did not sign it until November, 1770, and in
January, 1777, tho signature of McKean, of Dela-
ware, was still wanting. It is hard to say it,
but tho venerablo parchment itself slus iu com-
mon with tho printed journals. It pretends to
be a document made, signed, and In every way
completed on tho Fourth of July, 1770, which is
altogether a false pretense, and tho fact that tho
Declaration was adopted by tho Congress on
July i is no excuse. Not the adoption of tho
Declaration, but tho signing of tho document
was tho solemn and heroic act which gave tho
Revolution a paternity and a home, and conse-
crated to tho Republic tho sacred honor and tho
lives of tho signers.

Tho entiro record of tho Congress from Septem-
ber 5,1771, till tho last meeting prior to the as-

sembling ot tho new Congress under tho now
Constitution In 1789 is contained In four printed
volumes of a sI.o not much larger than tho ordi-
nary novel of to-da- Tho reports of Congress
as printed In tho Congressional Record now
would fill that amount of space In a fortnight.

A journal of tho Houso and a Journal of tho
Senate has been kept up from 189 till tho pres-
ent minute, in continuation of tho journals of tho
Continental Congress. The iullness of tho re-

port in the Conarcsslonal Record of to-da- y does
not interfere with tho journal, which continues
in tho even tonor of its way, regardless of all in-

terlopers. Tho journal is tho official record. It
is prepared under tho direct supervision of tho
Senate and Houso respectively, and by tho Sen-at- o

and Houso respectively is approved or cor-
rected overy morning before tho business of tho
new day is taken up. Tho journal has an ofllclal
status unci a function which havo never been
conterred upon tho Congressional Record, great
and voluminous as tho latter has become,

Tho Congressional Rccordls notthosuccessorof
tho journal kept in tho years from 1774 to 1789, but
of "Tho Annals of Congress," "Tho Iteglstor of
Debatcsin Congress," and tUcCongi csslonalGlobc,
It had no ancestor In tho Continental Congress.
It was not until Congress mot under tho now
Constitution in 1789 that any attempt was mado
at reporting tho debates. Aud then it was more
a matter of compiling aud of bookmaking than
reporting. It was simply that somo enterprising
journalist or literary rami thought it would bo a

, good thiug to publish a book or something that
would give a fuller account of tho proceedings
of Congress than was given In tho journal. Tho
idea oocurred to a man named Gales. Ho made
tho proposition to Congress, and Congress ar-
ranged with him for tho publication or tho book.
Congressmen thon were probably justasdeslrous
as they aro still to havo their speeches printed,
and that natural vanity of speech which belongs
to most men mado it easy for Gules to carry his
proposition. Hut it was simply a compilation,
containing somo speeches iu lull and somo In
condensed form, with other miscellaneous mut-
ter to fill up. Tho first volume or "Tho Annals
of tho Congress of tho United States" on its titlo
page prooluims itself to be, "Tho Debutes and
Proceedings in tho Congress of tho United
States." etc., with "Publio Documents aud Laws
of a Public Nature, compiled from authentic
materials by Joseph Gules, Br.," and tho book
waspublished iu Washington by Gales & Beaton.

Tho "Annals" continued along until tho Eigh.
tccntli Congress. Then cumo "Tho Register of
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Debates in Congress," which was simply nn ex-
tension of tho Bamo work on tho same plan, but
under u new name. Tho title-pag- e of tho first
volume shows tho character of tho work:

"Register of Debntes in Congress, presenting
the leading Debates and Incidents of tho second
session of tho Eighteenth Congress, together with
an Appendix, containing tho most Important
Stato papers and public documents to which the
session has given birth, to which are added tho
laws enacted during tho session, with a copious
Index to the whole."

Tho "Register," like tho "Annnls," was pub-
lished In Washington by Gales & Seuton.

Then eamethe Congressional Olobc. Itassumcd
the 8i7.o ol leaf which is still used In the Congres-
sional Record, and In Bcveral respects begun to
look moro like a consecutlvo and regular report
than a compilation. Hut still no attempt was
made ut a complete shorthand report of tho pro-
ceedings in Congress. Tho first volume of tho
Conprcssfonal Olobc onltstltle-pagoonlyolalrac- d

to contain "Sketches or tho Debates and Pro-
ceedings of tho Twenty-thir- d Congress." Like
its predecessors, it. was a private enterprise,
though encouraged and supported by Congress.
It wns "edited by lllair and Hives," and "printed
for tho editors" at the Globe OIllcc, In Washing-
ton.

Tho Coji(rcssfonal Olobc rati on as a mere com-
pilation for over twenty years. Then Congress
began to think about employing shorthand re-
porters, and In 1818 an arrangement was made
oy tno senate witti tno jsauonai intelligence)'
and 1711011(1110 two dally ncwspapeis published
at tho National Capital In the interest of tho two
political purties respectively) to publish a dally
shorthand report of the debates. It Is curious
that the Senate should have thought It necessary
to havo two Independent reports because there
were two political parties. Ono shorthand corps
can bo trusted nowadays to report both sides of
a debate. This duplex system continued In use
two or thrf.o years, but in 1851 the contract was
taken from the other two newspapers and given
to the Datlu Globe. Tho Senate and House both
arranged about tho same tlmo to havo a dally
shorthund report printed In the Globe, and then
for the first time each Houso of Congress had a
corps ot shorthand reporters engaged iu report-
ing Its debates. That Is just about forty years
ago. Mr. McElhone, who died tho other day, was
iirfiiember ot that original House corps, and
Denis V, Murphy, who is still at the head ol' the
Senate's corps ot shorthand reporters, was ono of
them then. So that the shorthand reports of tho
United States Congress nro tho work of a single
generation. Duringall that tlmo they have been
pretty lull and pretty accurate. At present they
are the fullest reports of the proceedings of a
legislative body printed anywhere In tho world;
andapartfrom tho fact thatlong. windy speeches
that were never delivered at all nro printed at
length, and that tables of figures nnd other
in asses of stuff utterly unfit to be spoken of in
debate, aro frequently inserted, as "part of the
gentleman's remarks." in speeches that other-
wise were spoken, and that members In revising
the manuscript reports of their speeches, as they
frcaucntlv do. strike out thltuzs thev said nnd
put In things they did not say, tho Congressional
Record, in addition to being tho fullest, is also
tho most accurate of all reports of parliamen-
tary bodies. Neither In point of fullness nor
accuracy can the report of the British Parlia-
ment bear comparison with ours.

Up to the year 1873 the reporting of tho Con-
gressional debates was done by contract, and thoreporters were employed by tho contractors. In
1873 all these contracts were canceled. Tho re-
porters were employed directly by the Senate
and the House and the Congressional Record wns
established. From tho day of its establishment
it was printed at the Government Printing Office,
as it is now; and the United States Congress has
ever since been g, so to speak.

Murphy, who Is employed by the Senate, and
four assistants, who are employed by him, re-
ceive S23.000 a year for reporting the Senate; and
even though out of this sum the hire ot amanu-
ensis, (junior stenographers,) typo-writer- s, and
graphophones have to be paid, the compensation
is liberal, considering that the Senate does not
on an average sit more than four or five months
a year, and not over four or live hours u. day.
But the work is exacting and it Is well done.
The Semite stenographers understand each
other's notes so well that they freoueutly trans-
cribe for each other. Murphy used to take most
of the notes himself and havo his assistants
transcribe tueni, but ho is growing too deaf now
tor continuous nott taking on tho floor ot the
Senate. Anyhow the work is so divided up audmanaged that generally the type-write- rs In Mur-
phy's office have the debates on miner, fullv
written out, and ready for the printer within an
hour or so after the words have been delivered
in the Senate.

On the Houso side the method is pretty nearlv
the same as In tho Senate, with this exception,
that while the Senoteappointsonly Murphy him-so- lf

. leaving it to him to appoint his assistants,
tho Speaker or tho Houso makes nil the appoint-
ments to tho Houso reporting corps, which con-
sists of one chiel of corps at $0,000 a year, four
official stenographers at S5.000 each, nnd nn as-
sistant at S1.000, making 327,000 in all.

The British Parliamentisawas- - behind tho Con-
gress of tho United States In tho matter of re-
porting its own proceedings. The two institu-
tions resemble each other in the fact that from
tho beginning each has kept a jourunl. But tho
British Parliament up to this day makes no
shorthand report of its own proceedings. In-
stead of our CoiiorcssfonaliTccord they have Han-
sard. Everybody has heard or Hansard, buteverybody may not know exactly whatthe name
means. Hansard is now to the British Parlia-
ment what Gales was to the American Congress
half a century ago. In tho matter of having its
proceedings reported tho English stand now
where wo stood then. Hansard is a private indi-
vidual who keeps a printing establishment lu
Louuon, anu wno since lbUJ has been regularly
printing nnd publishing, under contract with
"Her Mnlesty's government," what ho calls
"Hansard's Parliamentary Debates." (Tho ono
Individual Hansard has not lived and worked
continuously since 1803, but the job has been in
tho lamily all the time.) Even now ho does not
employ any stenographers of his own to do tho
work. Ho waits lor tho London morning pnpers
and clips the reports of the speeches from them,
taking care generally to give members on
opportunity to approve or rovlso their re-
marks. In England the newspaper report-
ers do tho shorthand work. This partly

why almost overy English newspaper
reporter is a shorthand writer, while In Amerlcn.
oven in tho presR galleries of Congress, it is a
rare thing to llnd n newspaper reporter who can
write shorthand. If a Washington newspaper
correspondent wants tho words of a speech which
has been delivered iu tho Houso or Senate ho
usually either gets a proof from tho member
who perhaps has hod it printed boforchand, or
ho gets an advance proof from tho Congressional
Record or from tho official reporters. In England
tho newspapers want extensive shorthand re-
ports and very llttlo else of Parliament, and
several English papers, not relying on tho dally
reports sent out by tho Press Associations, em-
ploy as many as n dozen shorthand reporters to
roport tho proceedings In tho two Houses. As
long as this remains so possibly Hansnrd and
tho jourunl will satisfy till official demnnds. Ono
would think, Indeed, that Hansard might bo dis-
pensed with, but tho English aro slow to deprivo
a family of a Government Job they havo hold so
long.

Hansard's "Parliamentary Debates" aro in
continuation of n work called tho "Parliamen-
tary History of England," whioh, In thirty-si- x

volumes, covers tho wholo period from tho Nor-
man Conquest to tho year 1803. They already
oxtond to about six hundred volumes, and they
aro big ones.

Llko nearly all other Government publications,
n good round price Is charged for Hansard, whilo
tho Congressional Record, llko most other publio
documents or tho United States, goes tree.

Doin Europe at No Expense.
Thiuk of going to Europe without a cent of

cost on a first-cla- ss 6teamer, and stopplug at
first-clas-s hotels in London, Paris, Brussels, Aut-twer-p,

and other cities! The Sunday IIuiuld
is going to give Washington's most popular
schoolteacher thlssoitof a vacation trip this
summer.

Electric Bolt Free.
To introduce it and obtain agents tho under-

signed firm will givo away a fow of their S5.00
Gorman Electric Bolts invented by Prof. Van dor
Woydo, Pros, of tho Now York Electrical Society,
(U. S. Put. 257,017,) a posltlvo euro for Nervous
Debility, Rheumatism, Loss of Power, etc. Ad-
dress Electric Agency, P.O.Box 178, Brooklyn,
N. Y. Wrlto to them to-du- y.

At this season of tho year ono generally loses
his appetite and becomes weak, aud u good
romedy is R. Portlier Browing Co.'s celebruted
beers.

Tho best and purest beer in tho market is
Ileurich's Extra Palo Lager. The Arlington
Bottling Co., 27th and K sts, n.w. Tel. 031--

PUBLIC SAFETY

DEMANDS
That only honest and reliable medicines
should he placed upon tho market. It can-
not, therefore, bo stated too emphatically,
nor repeated too often, that all who aro in
need of a genuine Blood-purifi- er should
be sure and ask for

Ayer's
Sarsaparllla. Your life, or that of some ono
near and dear to you, may depend on tho
use of this well-approv- remedy In prefer-
ence to any other preparation of similar
name. It Is compounded of Honduras

(tho vailety most rich Incuratlvo
properties), stilltngia, mandrake, yellow
dock, and the iodides. The process of man-
ufacture Is original, skilful, scrupulously
clean, and such as to secure tho very best
medicinal qualities of each Ingredient. This
medicine Is not boiled nor heated, and is,
therefore, not a decoction ; but It 13 a com-
pound extract, obtained by a method ex-

clusively our own, of tho best and most
powerful alteratives, tonics, and diuretics
known to pharmacy. For the last forty
years, Ayer's

Sarsaparllla
lias been the standard blood-purine- r of tho
world no other approaching it in popular
confidence or universal demand. Its form-

ula Is approved by the leading physicians
and druggists. Being puro and highly con-

centrated, It Is the most economical of any
possible blood medicine. Every purchaser
of Sarsaparllla should insist upon having
this preparation and seo that each bottlo
bears the well-know- n name of

J. O. Ayer & Co.,
liOwell, Mass.

In every quarter of tho globe Ayer's Sar.
saparilla is proved to be the best remedy for
all diseases of the blood, Lowell druggists
unite in testifying to the supeilor excellence
of this medicine and to its great popularity
in the city of its manufacture.

Ayer's Sarsaparilla
PRErAUED BY

OR. J. C. AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass.

Sold by Druggists, gl, sir S5. Worth S3 a bottlo.

SUMMEHOPENINGr !

WE HAVE JUST OPENED A NEW AND SE-
LECT ASSORTMENT OF

HAMBURGEDGINGSandlWSERTIONSJRISH
POINT, SWISS, and NAINSOOK

ORIENTAL, TOR-
CHON. MEDICIS, nnd other

TRIMMING LACES m all the
Newest Designs.

MAGNIFICENT STOCK OP
r,iwUes' and Cliildron'o HOSIERY, COE- -

SKTS. UNDKKWEAK, KID, SILK, nnd
IilSLK THREAD GLOVES and

MITS, in til I tho Newest Shades
and Lowest Prices.
FINE SELECTION OF

DRESS TRIMMINGS, BUTTONS, RIBBONS,
HANDKERCHIEFS, VEILINGS,

FANCY NETS. RUCH- -
INGS. FANCY,

AND
ART EMBROIDERY GOODS.

INFANTS' DEPARTMENT.
ELEGANT LINE OF

Infant's and Children's SILK, EJIBKOI- -
DERKD.and SHIRRED CAPS.MULL

TAMO'SHANTEB'S and HATS,
LONG AND SHORT

DRESSES, In New
Styles.

INFANTS' CLOAKS AND WALKING SUITS
FOR SPRING WEAR. OF SUPERIOR

ELEGANCE AND FINISH, AND
ALL KINDS OF

Children's Furnishing Goods.

Mrs. Selxna, DRuippei'tj
COS NINTn STREET,

OPPOSITE THE PATENT OFFICE.
apG-3m-

PAINTING!

DECORATIMO!
PAINTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES, INTE-RIO- R

AND EXTERIOR.

Decorating, Gilding, Bronzing. Estimates fur-
nished lor work in city and country. First-clas- s

material and workmanship.
Oillco, 415 Tenth Street Northwest, next Gas

Office.
oc27-tf- 4 MACNIOIIOL & SON.

IvopxSttltf
FOR FUEL-OFFI- CE OF THEPROPOSALS of tho State, War, and Navy

Department Building, Washington, D. C.,.Tuly 1,
1600. Sealed proposals, In duplicate, inclosed
nnd nddressed to tho undersigned, will bo received
nt this oillco until 12 o'clock M, on SATUR-
DAY, July II, 1B00, tosupply thoState, War, and
Navy Department Building with fuel during tho
fiscal year ending Juno 30, 1891. as follows:
!1.500 tons, oxtra hold, white ash lurnaco coal,

i tons wluto ash stovecoal. AH coul must bo of
tho best quality, free Horn dust or impurities,
and inspected by a sworn inspector at tho cost or
tho contractor, and to bo weighed upon tho
Government scales in tho court yards. Ono
hundred cords hickory wood, 50 cords spruce
pino wood. All wood to tho best quality
and inspected by a sworn inspector at tho cost of
tho contractor; tho hickory wood to bo sawed in
three pieces and meusured after it is sawed and
delivered. The coul and wood to bo delivered at
the State, War, and Navy Department Building,
and stored In the vaults by tho party or parties
to whom tho contract or contracts may bo
awarded ut such times and In such quantities as
tho convenience of tho oillco may require, reserv-
ing tho right to order as much more or us much
less of either coal or wood as may bo required at
tho contract price, also tho right to reject any
nnd ull bids, or to accept tiny portion of any bid.
Tho successful bidder or bidders will be required
to furnish a bond In the sura of 5,000, ns u guar-nuteo-of

tho faithful performanco of tho con-
tract. THOM WILLIAMSON, Chlof Engi-
neer, U. S. N., Superintendent. Jy0-lt- 3

FOR MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.PROPOSALS Superintendent or tho State,
War. and Navy Department Building, Washing-
ton, D. 0 July 1, 1690. Sealed proposals, in du.
plicate, will bo received at this oillco until 13
o'clock iioon SATURDAY. July 12. 1690, for fur-
nishing this office, during tho fiscal year ending
Juno 30, 1891. with Soup, Brushes, Spongo. Paints,
Oil, Gluss, Towels, Crush, Cocoa Mats, Nails,
Screws, etc., oto. Schedules, forms of proposals,
aud ull necessnry information can bo obtained
upon application to THOM WILLIAMSON, Chief
Engineer, U. S. N., Superintendent. jyO-ltl- S

B. K. PLAIN.

ix l i LAI

ANKER
1335 F Street
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buy ana bm mom on uommission

TUCKS. BONIS

GRAIN AND

bUn?

NEW YORK AND CHICAGO CORRESPONDENTS:

JONES, EENNETT & HOPKINS.

LEWIS G. TEWKSBUKY.

Having Our Own Leased Wires Enables Us to Execute All.
Orders Intrusted to Our Care with. Promptness and

Despatch. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Reference : COLUMBIA NATIONAL BANK..

t:e:li:e:ti-io:iv:e- . 5i5.

BICYCLES
We are now located in our New Storo, NO. 112 A PENNSYLVANIA. AVENUE:

Northwest, where we have the largest and llnest lino of BICYCLES over shown in the city
We aro Agents for the

Celebrated

Northwest,
I ffi

fflftliTfi

9

$& sPJram

., , ..zxfr

HAEIESS

I 9

Carriage Coup Harness.

to $30
$50 to $40

to $o0

THE BEST ON EART1I. ALSO THE

HARTEORD, RUSH, CRESCENT, JUNO,
And other first-clas- s machines. Our new open air SCHOOL, lighted by electric
lights, and having about 400 square yards of riding surface, is now open, and wo to
teach perfect riding on the Safety for $1.

HOURS FOR LADIES from !) A. M. to 11 A. M.; from G P. M. to 11 P.
M. will not be allowed to use the lloor while ladies aro practicing.

MACHINES OF AIiX, KINDS FOB HIRE.
:CE S. ATWATI

1 424 Avenue.

Throw amd be hmw&edI You can't fSgjsffe.jW hurt iti That trunk came: from KneessisEJPiw
'"'" ' W-T- Prx n raja.Br-- i Tri it r M

I ff1""' r ; 7 ?i r fr i
' r

BUY IOUE TKUNXS

TSL 3XT B E
Buggy or Road Harness.

$25 reduced to
fjf30 reduced to $20
$3o reduced to $2

reduced to

HIBBS.

ifealll

AND AT

S S S,
or

$J:0 reduced
reduced

$6o reduced

RIDING
guarauteo

SPECIAL
Gentlemen

WBkf xvrpTTiiirftnlfrtirTtr

.$18

$0 $30
Special Attention Given to the liopairiiig ol' Trunks and Harness.

425 7th St., next to Odd Follows' Hall.

pecia.

PETROLEUM,

Colombia Safeties,

Pennsylvania

lliliililpSjiSBp

KNEESSI'S,

inducement I

MoELROT'S ART STORE,
1003 FENNA. AVENUE.

Summer Discount Until Further Notice
Etchings, Engravings, Water Colors, Photographs,

and all Pictures in Stock Except Artotypes

At 20 Per Cent. Discount I

Special attention paid to Framing, Regilding, Moving
and Boxing Pictures and Mirrors.


